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y "’W | T A SR WET vy - ? |
ﬁmmm NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS | =
s SHm 0 =% feesft—110 001 . - _NCPCR

New Delhl 110 001

DO. No.1601 /04/2016-‘ChﬂdLa£bdur'/NcPCR/ 104y
| Dated: 04.11.2019

Dear

Dse- Sing '
The Nahonal Comrmssmn for Protectlon ‘of Chlld RJghts

(hereinafter referred as the ‘Commission’) is a statutory body constituted
under - the provisions of the ‘Commission for Protection of Child Rights

) (CPCR) Act, 2005 (4 of 2006) for the protection of child r1ghts and other
related matters.

2. In view of the incidents of small children falling into abandoned bore
: wells, etc., Supreme Court of India vide its order dated .1‘1.02‘.2010 and
% 06.08.2010 in W.P. (C) No. 36 of 2019 had issued comprehensive guidelines

for taking necessary measures for prevention of fatal accidents of small
F children by falling into abandoned bore wells and tube wells.

3. The Commission vide D O letter of even number dated 09 05.2016
circulated the Guidelines of the Hon’ble Apex Court as well as Guldelmes
i1ssued by the Ministry of Water Resources, Government of India " in
compliance to the Hon’ble Court’s order dated 11.02.2010.

4. The Commission vide another vide D O letter of even number dated
\ 25.11.2016 requested Chief Secretary of the respective States to file an
-" "Action Taken Report (ATR) for ensuring due compliance of the guidelines
) issued by the Hon’ble Court as well as Ministry of Water Resources,

'l WR) Government of India.

ZLUEL[;)S/ Though the Commission has received ATR from several States w.r.t.
implementation of the guidelines passed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court of
India and Ministry of Water Resources, however proper implementation of
these guidelines has yet not been ensured by the respective States. Despite

Vreceunng these ATRs from various States, incidents of children falhng in ‘ ”’rEM
/7 [‘/ tube wells, bore wells, etc. are still increasing, which shows lack of proper N _
"y unplementatlon of these guidelines by the States. &

W i R ‘_;6 Cq\/

| A”fl [ - /'QJ\\\\\\\\ /_/35 u

sal T, wgei fafeeT, 36, sraer, T freeli_110 007
Sth Floor, Chanderlok Building, 36, Janpath, New Delhi-110 001
E;NW/Ph :011-23478212, 23731583 Ha /Fax: 011-23731584

1/ E-mail : cp.ncper@nic.in 3 / Web:www. ncper.gov.in
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i 6 CopleS of guidelines 1ssued by the Hon’ble Supreme Court v1de its
% order dated 11.02.20 10 & 06.08.2010 and gu1delmes 1ssued hy the Mlmstry
-_‘of Water Resources is enclosed herew1th for ready reference o

: ; 7 ; .‘ In hght of the ab0ve, Ii hereby request your good ofﬁce to Iook mto the
2 above matter and issue necessary d1rect10ns to the concerned ofﬁcrals for
'takmo appropnate action. and subrmt report to the Comm1ss1on at the _

_- earhest
. Endl a's’jébo_w}e

- With Regards, o

Yours sincerely,

(Prlyank Kanoongo)
i g Chaererson NCPCR

' Dr Jagadp Narayan Smgh IAS

Ch1ef Secretary,

--.. Government of GuJarat it
-NeW Sach_walaya Gandmngar 382010

,Copy to \0%3\‘ _ : ' ‘
- Smt. Jagruu Haren Pandya, Chairperson Gujarat State Commission for

Protection of Child Rights
Block No. 19 3rd Floor Dr. J1vraj Mehta Bhavan, Gandhmaaar- 382010
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' IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION

| WRIT PETITION(C)NO.36 OF 2009

In Re: Measures for Prevention . . peee - petitioner
of .Fatal Accidents of Small

Children Due to Their Falling

“Into Abandoned Bore Wells and

Tube Wells : '

" Versus

‘Union of India & Ors. . . ... Respondents

ORDETFR

" ‘Heard the learmed Amicus Curiaefaﬁd”the learned Addl. Solicitor
General appearing for the Union of India.

It has been brought to the notice of this Court that in a number of
cases children had been trapped and fallen into bore wells and tube
wells or abandoned wells.. These reports have been coming from various
States. Accordingly, we took suo motu. initiative and issued notice to
the various States to take immediate measures to prevent ‘such kind of
incidents. yE : ] 7 AR S

The Union of India has filed its counter affidavit giving certain
guidelines to be followed by the States. '

" We have perused the affidavit and the guideiines éuggesﬁed by the Union
of India.

Having regard to the number of incidents that héve taken place during
the recent past and immediate need for preventing such incidents in

future, we direct that the following safety measures/guidelines are to
be observed by all the States :-

(1) "The owner of the land/premises, before taking any steps for
constructing bore well/ tube well must inform in writing at least 15
days in advance to the concerned authorities in the area, i.e.,
District Collector/ District Magistrate/Sarpanch of the Gram Panchayat/
concerned officers of the Department of Ground Water/ Public Health/,

Municipal Corporation, as the case may be, about the construction of
bore well/tube well.

(ii)Registration. of all the drilling agencies,viz., Govt,/Semi

Gov?./Private etc. should be mandatory with the district
administration, ‘

(iii) Erection of signboard at the ti i
_ ime of ¢ 11
with the following details SRAtiaEien asar Ehe wef

:

L)
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: E(a)Complete address of the drilling agenCYlat th“
- time.of: construction/ rehabilitation of we of ,
.;(b)Complete address of the user agency/ owner |

.the well

: ' | i ird . parrier
(1v)Erection.of barbed wire fencing or anY Other BPitable P po i
’-;around the ‘well durrng construction._ - f_ '

T 0x 0.60 -
: (v)Construction of cement/concrete platform measuri 0 50 xogng 1eve1)‘l
" “meter (0.30 meter. above: ground 1eve1 and 0. 30 meter below gr -

around the well casrng

7(v1)Capping of well assembly by welding steel plate or bY PrOVidlng g
strong cap to be fixed to the cas1ng pipe with, bolts & nuts St .

,£v11)In case of pump reparr, the tube well should not be left'
uncovered ‘ :

(v111)Fi111ng of mud plte and channels after completlon of works

(1x)Filling up - abandoned borewells by clay/sand /boulders/pebbles/drlll
:‘cuttlngs etc from bottom to ground level

A% (x)On completlon ‘of. the dr1111ng operatrons at a particular location,
'1-the ground conditions are to. be: restored as before the start of
,'drllllng ;.'-, it , -fjg Ul B A e AT .w\”i,y_g‘_

'(xl)D1str1ct CQllector should be empowered to verlfy‘that the above
,guidelines are’ berng followed and 'proper monltorlng check.about the
‘status of boreholes/tubewells are belng taken care through the:

ooncerned State/Central Government agencres - : 54 Aty

.'(XIl)DlStrlct/B, rllage wise! status of bore wells/tubewells drllled _

- +viz. No: ‘of: wells in use, No'of abandoned pbore' wells[tube wells found
open, No. of abandoned borewells/tubewells properly filled up to ground
Jevel and. balance number of abandoned borewells/tubewells to be filled
up . to ground level 1s to be malntained at Distrlct Level.

_-In rural areas, the monrtorlng of the above is to be done through
‘Vlllage Sarpanch and the Executlve from -the Agrrculture Department.

|
I

‘M“In case of urban areas;, ‘the monltorlng of the- above is to be done
~_through Junior Engineer'and the Executive from the. concerned Department
*of Ground Water/Public Health/ Mun1c1pal Corporation etc.

(xili)If a borewell/tubewell is ‘Abandoned' at any stage, 2 certificate
- £from the concerned department of Ground Wwater/Public health/Municipal
.Corporation/Private contractor etc. must be obtained by the aforesaid
agencies that the |Abandpned1 borewell/tubewell is properly filled upto
the ground level, Random inspection of the abandoned wells is also to
, be done by the Executive Of the concern agency/department Information
- on all such data on the above are to be maintained in the District
COllector/ Block Development office of the state.

f;?be guidelines abovementioned shall be given wide publicity through the
national television channels. A COPY of this order be sent to the Chief
cretaries of all the States/Union Territories who shall forward the

I ¥ A ~AL :
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w{-same to the Distxict Collectors of all Districts of their respective
‘..State e L : B TS

For further directions post this matter after 12 weeks.

)

NEW DELHI R s SO S Y
FEBRUARY 11, 2010 e

.5
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IN 'rrm supnmm coun'r OF INDIA '

CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION

Union of India and Ors. = " .../Respondent (s) E A

R o TR0 : MAS » L Ald

W:Lth th:.s Court: 155un’._ng re‘c‘mi'_.rs“:f.te gu:.dellnes vider :

~order - dat:ed 11th February, 2010, éuhjedt‘ "to.: sl:l.ght:

modxf:.cat:.on, noth:.ng surv:.ves :.n the present wr:.t pet:.t:l.on.

That mod:.f:l.cation is ‘as /follovis:‘ ;

(i) ‘The owner of the 1and/premlses, before
t:ak:.ng any steps  for constmct:ng bore well/
tube well must inform in wr:.t:.ng ‘at  least 15
days in advance to t‘hé concerned aut'h'criti_es in.
the ai‘ea, i.e., District collectoxr/ District
Magistrat:e/Sarpancﬁ of the Gram Panchayat/any
other Statutory Authority/concerned officers of
the Department of Ground Water/Public Health/
Municipal Corporation, as the

case may be,
about the construction of bore well/tube well.

(ii) Registration of all the drilling
agencies, namely, Government /Semi

Government/Private etc.

with the district

should be mandatory

administratlon/fg‘tatuto;x
Authority. wherever appligcable
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gn‘board at the time 'of'

(:.5.:.) Erection of si '
th the follow:.ng

constructa.oh near the wel]. w:.

aetails et .
, (a) Complete address of the dr:.lli.ng agency
at the t:.me of construct:.on/rehabl1:.tat:.on of

(b) Complete 3 adaféés* of He' o odseTr T

Hr;ageqcylowner of the well.
(1V) Erection of barbed wlrelfenc1ng'or any,t

other sultable barrrer around the well durlng

constructlon. i3 ‘

i )

cement/concrete‘

:JH(V):,V; Constructron s of
platforﬂ\ measurxng 0 SOxO 50x0 60 meter (0. 30-;""

 meter above ground level and 0. 30 meter below

' ground 1eve1) around the well caSLng.

(Vl) ‘ Capplng of well assembly by weldlng,v—
ste=1 p‘ate or. bv nrov1d1ng a strong cap to be

flxed to the caslng pipe w1th bolts & nuts.

(v11) In case of pump repair, the tube well

should not be 1e£t uncovered. . )

(viii)”,Fiilihg‘of mua‘pits and channels after.

completion of‘works.

(ix)  Filling upP abandoned borewells by
clay/sand/boulders/pebblesldrill cuttings etc.

from bottom to ground level.
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(x) On complet:lon of t:he drilling operatiofiB at
'f‘,'_a particular 1ocat:.on, Jf-he ground cond:.t:.onsl
are t:o ‘be restored ‘as . before the sta.rt Of

: _'dr:.lling. .

'T(xl)j“ Distract Collector shou1d<be e@poee;ed
t:o varify' that the above gu:.de].:.nes a_re_._bein:g
;followed and proper monxtor;ng check about the
-status of boreholes/tubewells are belng taken
‘care through ‘:the concerned ' State/Central

'Government agencies.

. (xid) 'oistﬁct‘/mock‘/vﬂiagé wise status of
”bore wellsltubewells drllled viz. No. of wells
Gfln use; No. of abandoned ‘bore, wells/tube wells
ifound open No. of abandoned borewelle/tubewells
properly leled up to ground 1eve1 and balance

“number of abandoned borewells/tubewells to be

‘;fllled‘up to ground level -is to be mainta;ned.

at Dlstrlct Level

In Iural-ereas, the monltorlng of the above is

to be done_nthtough Village Sarpanch and the

Executlve Erom the Agriculture Department.

In case of urban areas, the monltorlng of the

above is to be done through Junior Engineer and
the Executive from the concerned Department of

Ground Water/Public ﬁealth/Municipal

. Corxporation etc.

(%x1ii) If a borewell/tubewell is 'aAbandoned®

at any stage, a certificate from the concerned

department of Ground Water/Public

‘health/Municipal Corporation/Private contractor

etc., must be obtained by the aforesaid agencies

Y
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ﬁorewallltubewell '_; :'Lg. _
Random"

‘ ';that» t:he . ; Abandoned'

'“:properly filled' upto tha ground 1eve1.‘, |
‘ 1so to be

‘:.nspection of the aband.oned wells :.8 a

b done by t.he Executive _of" i:_hé~ concerned

ki
agency/department.-" Information on all such

','.dat.a on . th above are. to he ma1nta1ned :Ln ‘the

, >D:Lstr1ct Co‘.l.lectorlnlock Development office of

ok the State .

We are informed that the 1ast paragraph of the

earlier order : dated_ 11"‘ February, 2010,« concern:.ng publ:Lc:J.ty

'1,‘3.5 b??n'}--du%:f‘ ‘complied w1th D)
Subgec ‘th Jbblve, the wr:.t pet:l.t:l.on;l is disposed

-

of.

,_.....;.........,;...CJI.
I8 H. mm:m] '
.- e s L] v o e s e e n s J-
[K.S. RADHAKRISHNAN]
Tk
ll“i‘ o et
y ’ ] ‘ A | -o-g--..--o--.-n.:w-a-J-

g A B . [SWATANTER KUMAR]
! New Delhi, .. . : '
T August 06,,2010. /-

L Rt g
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. No. 18/9/200950WR

Nk :é“wgmmmﬁﬂwﬁj 0
M h?ﬁrg-of‘w:?te[;ﬂé} !

btitton (Civil) No. 36 of 2009 (Pu;t‘;"‘
%measures in praventlion of fata! ;;?
i falling Into abandoned bore walls)

ihdarsigned s directed to send herewith, |
ILC. dated 17.02.2010 from Asslstnat Reglstrar:

Aty I»‘a {Wiit), Suprome
\G.ttu\rg}g {}ka‘.@la_'alongwnh certified coples.of the Order and record ofiprocdedings dated

T L 11020010 0f the Hon'ble Supreins .Caurt of India on the above mbfg@ﬁﬁﬂ@ﬂ“aﬁm
Y . andnacessary action. 3 ' AR
Co Tk In so-far &s Minisiry of Water Resources is'concerned, Central Ground:\Water
-, Board (CGWB), a subordinate office of thjs Ministry undertakes construction of bore
~ Wells on a regular basis'as part of its ground water exploration activities and follows
appropriate safety norms. which . inter-alia include: construction ‘of cement/concrete
platform above ground-lavel around the well casing, capping of well assembly, erection
of a ‘barbed wire fence around the. well, filing up of mud pits.and channels after
. completion of ‘driling operations: and filing up of abandoned ' bore: wells by
boulders/pebbles.* A signboard with: detailed address Is also erected at the iime ‘of
N _consfruotion of well. A copy of guidelines for abandonment of two categorles.of wells
- namely, borad waells/ddlled welis:and some of the maln safely norms devised by CGWB.

N E@ avoid s?Uch.ml.s\_hap_s.; isi;gls:o'eno_luse,d"fot-_lnfdmgtk?n. : : /) M

. (P<KsChakrabartl)

. Under! Secretary fo:the: Govi..of India
S TelNo. 23766807

. emall: gwdesk-mowr@nic.in

Encl: 8s abave

Secretary, Minisiry of Rural Development, Krishi Bhavan, New Delhl.
Secretary, Ministry of Urban Development, Nirman Bhavan, New Delhl.
Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, Depariment of Agricultura &Cocperation, Krishi
Bhavan, New Delhi I : I3 i

Director-General, Geological Survey of Indla, 27, Jawaharlal Nehru Road,
Kotkata 700016 ' i ' ,

5. Chaliman & Managing Director, Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd,, Jeevan

* - Bharatl Tower II, 124 Indira Chowk, 8th Floor, New Delhi-110001
\/b(. Smt, Sandhya Bajaj; Member, National Commission for Protection of Child Rights -

. 8" Floor, Chandralok Building, Janpath, New Detil. :
7. Ms. P. Bolina, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Women & Child Development, |
" Shastti Bhawan, New Delhi o T :

> wn =

e
.

Copy for information to: Chalrmﬁn. Central Ground Water Board, Bhujal Bha.wa!n.
NH-IV, Faridabad, B o

e —— ST

p——
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o;nu.LEn WELL-AaﬁﬂooNMEnT:

Any éﬁsinﬁ Whelher grouted or not 'qf"'rom'e'd must be romoved‘ o
"F.ntira depth of - well is to be sounded to ensure freedom from
 obstructions that may interfere with smling operations. K
‘The well should be' disinfected usmg solutron made from caleium-
g hypocholnte concentraﬂons that must mterface wrth soalmg operatlons
:Well eoustructed in oonsohdated hard rocks must be- ﬁlled wlth oement
:'grout bantonite grout sand gravel or dnllmg cutﬁngs upto 3 m below
top of oonsoiidated fock or 2 m below the bottom of casing. The -

.remarmng space be fi Iled w:th cement or bentonrte grout to the too of
well, . - )

SAFETY NORMS

o Construc'non of Cement/concrete platform measurfng 0.50° X 0 50 X D 6
m©3 m above ground lsve 'a nd 0.3 m below ground level) around the
well casing . . “

. Capping of well assembly. by weldrng steel plate.

. Erecting a chain link'fence of 3 x3m around the wel'l

4. Filing up of mud pits and channels after completron of drilling

i

operatlons
. Filling up of abandoned bore wells by boulders/pebbles.

6. Erectlon of a sign board near the well with detailed address at the time
of construction of well. . ' |

o

s e i W o Ry
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